
Annex 1 – Case Studies

Reference 

Case 

Diaspora type Scope: conflict cycle 
phase

Type of engagement Peace-maker 
or peace-
wrecker? 

Theory Suggested further research 

Geukjan, Ohannes (2014)

The Armenian Diaspora in 
Lebanon in relation to the 
war in Lebanon 1975-
1990

Ethno-national Conflict emergence 
Conflict continuation 
Conflict termination 

Enhancing political 
dialogue, mediator, 
diplomacy, political 
mobilization 

Peace-maker Diasporas are not entirely victims.
They have agency. Even if limited.
Their agency is increased if the host country 
offers a local opportunity structure: so that 
diaspora can organize and preserve their 
identity.

If the diasporic community enjoys political 
rights and right to preserve ethnic identity it is 
likely that it is going to support moderate 
positions in times of conflict. 

This is the only study where the 
role of a diaspora is researched 
in the host-country's conflict. 

Koinova, Maria 
((2011) 

COMPARATIVE CASE-
STUDY 

The U.S based Lebanese 
and Albanian diasporas 
compared 

Ethno-national

State-linked diasporas 

Post-conflict 
reconstruction 

Diplomacy, political 
mobilization, activism. 

Peace-makers Diasporas become moderate actors in post-
conflict reconstruction through a two-step 
process: 

1.- actors identify a political opportunity – 
global liberalism - to pursue their self-interest 
goals. 

2.- The host-country responds by making a 
shift in its policy and this leads to sustained 
moderate behavior.

Diasporas use the global discourse of liberalism 
not normatively but instrumentally: to achieve 
political objectives. 

Theoretical framework: theories 
on transnational social 
movements should be used to 
understand diaspora 
mobilisation

Cochrane, Baser & Swain 
(2009) 

COMPARATIVE CASE-
STUDY 

The U.S based Irish 
diaspora 
& 
The Tamil Diaspora 

Ethno-national 
diasporas 

State-linked, but in 
pursuit of 
autonomy/nationalist 
claims.

Conflict resolution Irish: diplomacy, catalyst 
for peace building

Tamils: information, 
publicity, lobby, diplomacy, 
actively trying to moderate 
the warriors

Peace-makers
(Irish) 

Peace-
wreckers & 
potential 
peace-makers
(The Tamils) 

The Diaspora's status in the hostland is an 
important factor in the quality of its 
contribution. 

The distinction insurgent/terrorism is important 
to diaspora communities. When the label of 
“terrorism” is used, the diaspora tend to try to 
influence the warriors. But the actions of the 
hostland and the international community must 
be careful: labeling one side “terrorist” but not 
acting against the abuses of the “non-terrorist” 
side can radicalize the diaspora and encourage 
the peace-wreckers. 

In host-countries: what kind of 
Diasporas are listened to? On 
what grounds do Western 
leaders choose to listen more to 
certain diasporas even though 
the degree of organization and 
leverage in the conflict is the 
same/comparable? 

Natali, Denise
2007 

The Europe-based 
Kurdish diaspora in 
relation to the Iraq war 

Ethno-national 
diaspora 

Stateless 

Conflict resolution Dialogue, diplomacy Peace-maker Stateless diasporic communities linked to 
legitimized leaders and organizations are more 
likely to pursue strategies based on negotiation 
than are diasporas delegitimized in the 
international arena. 

Diasporas are likely to act as peace-makers if 
engagement in homeland politics is perceived 

What kind of political 
mechanisms act to unite 
different factions in stateless 
and state-linked diasporic 
communities around the cause 
of peace? 
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as identity reinforcing and legitimate. 

The higher the stakes for achieving nationalist 
claims in the war's outcome (statehood, 
autonomy) the more likely it is that 
interventions will support conflict resolution. 

Fair, Christine
2007

The Tamil Diaspora 

Ethno-national 
diaspora 

(State-linked but 
trying to get 
autonomy of the 
state) 

Conflict escalation
conflict continuation 
conflict termination 

Conflict continuation: 
Funding, arms running, 
publicity, propaganda, 
diplomacy. 

Conflict termination:
by holding in funding the 
diaspora signaled to the 
LTTE to negotiate. 

Peace-wrecker 

Potential 
peace-maker 
but not active 
role.

Structural political opportunities are needed to 
activate latent grievance and to provide 
incentives for collective action principally by 
conditioning participants' expectations for 
success or failure. 

Relationship host-state and 
diaspora community should be 
addressed more. 
Why are the states ignoring 
diasporas' actions in 
international relations? 

Grugel, Jean & Kippin, 
Henry 
2007

The U.S based Cuban 
Diaspora 

State-linked diaspora Conflict emergence, 
Conflict continuation, 

Military training, military 
intervention, diplomacy, 
lobby.

Peace-wrecker Diasporas that are themselves a party in the 
conflict are intransigent. 

The conditions offered by the host-country to 
the diasporas shape their politics and behavior. 

More than the “myth of return”, diasporas can 
have a desire to return to the past (Yesterday's 
Cuba) which make them peace-wreckers. 

International relations should 
include diasporas as key 
players. The relationship 
between the USA and Cuba 
cannot be understood without 
understanding the Cuban 
diaspora's role in it. 

Bouvier, Virginia M. 

The U.S based Colombian 
diaspora 

State-linked diaspora Hot conflict, Conflict 
continuation 

Reluctance to engage , 
multifaceted 

Remittances as conflict 
mitigation 

Potential 
peace-maker 

In prolonged, intractable conflicts, different 
conflict phases might be in play simultaneously 
in the homeland. In this case: conflict, conflict 
prevention, conflict mitigation, conflict 
resolution and conflict reconstruction exist in 
the country at the same time and the diaspora 
community has the opportunity to intervene. 

Diasporas from intractable conflicts, instead of 
freezing the conflict, can also actively tend to 
disengage. This can also lead to the diaspora 
lacking a diaspora consciousness.  

The conflict dynamics such as mistrust, follow 
the diasporas outside the country and prevent 
organization. 

Immigrants well established in their home 
countries tend to be more active in relation to 
homeland politics.

A diaspora from a country labeled as 
“democracy” in the international system has a 
hard time getting active, lack of international 
political opportunity.  

Negative aspects of conflicts 
like drug-trafficking and 
migration (people forced to 
flee) can act as an escape 
valve, preventing conflict from 
heating up even more. 
Remittances from the diaspora 
can act as conflict prevention 
and conflict mitigation: more 
research on the mechanisms for 
this. 

Policy recommendations for the 
host countries to help enhance 
the peace-making potential of 
diasporas. 

Khachig, Tölöylan Historical ethno- Conflict emergence, Conflict emergence: Peace-wrecker There is always a latent motivation to mobilize. Investigate further the 
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(2007)

The Armenian Diaspora in 
the Karabagh conflict 

national 

State-linked

Conflict continuation
Conflict termination 

diplomacy (opened offices 
for the Karabagh region in 
different capitals where the 
Diaspora had presence), 
lobby Russian authorities to 
grant autonomy to the 
region. 

Conflict continuation: 
financial support to the 
insurgency, arms running, 
fighters (Armenian military 
officials in Russia retired to 
join the insurgency in 
Karabagh). 
Diplomacy towards the US 
government to secure 
political support. 

Conflict termination: 

Peace-maker: 
Peace meant 
an 
independent 
Karabagh 
region for 
their 

Diasporas' internal boundaries and factions are 
not set, they are always in motion with 
elements pushing towards further ethnicization 
or integration/assimilation. But with reversions 
possible especially during times of crisis and 
charismatic leadership. 

The diaspora affects the conflict but the 
homeland affects the diaspora as well. 

relationship diaspora-
homeland: Does diasporas 
autonomously initiate political 
moves that affect homelan 
conflicts or does it merely 
respond to the initiatives 
coming from the homeland? 

What kind of agency do 
diasporas have?

Bamyeh, Mohammed A. 
(2007) 

The Palestinian Diaspora 

Ethno-national 
diaspora 

Stateless/ linked to an 
occupied territory

Conflict-emergence
Conflict continuation 
Conflict resolution 

Recruits, fighters, financial 
support, publicity, 
propaganda, lobby, 
diplomacy, 

Peace-
wreckers & 
Peace-makers 

Diasporas that are the direct result of conflicts 
and be mostly composed of refugees/forcefully 
displaced can be peace-wreckers since they 
tend to push for ethical issues in the 
negotiation table (to demand a recognition of 
responsibility, forgiveness). Ethical issues are 
hard to addressed at peace tables. 

Policy recommendations about 
divided, heterogeneous 
diasporas. / How the “conflict 
frozen in time” mechanism 
works in a Diaspora and how to 
deal with it in peace 
negotiations. 

Sheffer, Gabriel 
(2007) 

The Jewish Diaspora 

Historical ethno-
national diaspora 

First stateless 
Now state-linked 

Conflict emergence, 
conflict continuation, 
conflict escalation 

In conflict emergence 
behaved like the stateless 
diaspora it was: diplomacy, 
finance and support to the 
brethren by the active part 
of the diaspora (The World 
Zionist Organization, 
established in 1897). 
(Peace-wrecker) 
 
The passive part did not 
even engage in conflict 
prevention.

In conflict continuation: 
satelinked diaspora, 
heterogeneous, divides 
within the diaspora. 

Peace-
wreckers 
(Conflict 
emergence)

Peace-
wreckers &
Peace-makers
(Conflict 
continuation) 

Present stage 
(2007): 
limited 
influence 

Diasporas behave differently if they are 
stateless or state-linked. The former are more 
prone to actively support its warrior brethren. 
The later is more interested in conflict 
termination and focus more on their own 
conditions in the host countries. 

The positions, behavior and motivations of the 
Jewish Diaspora changed when Israel became a 
sovereign state: the divisions within the 
diaspora became more evident in relation to 
the conflict.  

A strong state, like Israel today, has limited the 
influence of the Diaspora. The homeland has 
transformed the Diaspora: it is now the 
homeland that calls for the Diaspora to act on 
behalf of the different factions within Israeli 
society. 

More research on the reversed 
relationship: the homeland 
calling out for the diaspora, 
under what international 
political conditions an active 
Diaspora diminishes its role? To 
what extent that diminished 
role is due to deep attitudinal 
and perceptual splits in the 
Diaspora visa `-vis its 
homeland? 

Byman et. Al (2000) 
Chapter 4

The Afghani refugees in 

Ethno-national 
diaspora  

(State-linked) 

Conflict emergence, 
Conflict continuation 

Recruits/fighters Peace-wrecker Religious and ideological indoctrination in the 
host-country ( the Pakistani madrassas). 
The host-country provided the conditions for 
insurgency to recruit.

More policy recommendations 
for host countries and 
international organizations in 
charge of refugee camps close 
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Pakistan The insurgent leaders can harness the sense of 
nationalism and revenge among refugees to 
attract recruits and other forms of support. 
Refugees who are not well established in the 
host-country are easier to recruit. Refugee 
camps are dangerous places, insurgencies 
provide protections to refugees. 

to conflict zones. 

Byman et. Al (2000) 
Chapter 3

The Tamil Diaspora 
dispersed in the world 

Ethno-national 
diaspora 

(State-linked but 
trying to get 
autonomy of the 
state) 

Hot conflict, conflict 
continuation 

Funding, arms running, 
publicity and propaganda 
ropaganda, diplomacy. 

Peace-wrecker Motivations: ethnic identity. 
Military victories tend to capture greater 
support from abroad.
The insurgency can also use coercion to get 
funding. The relative isolation of immigrant 
communities in host countries make them 
easier drawn into illegal coercion to fund 
warring parties back home. 

The host-countries policies and 
attitudes towards its migrant 
communities should be 
investigated. 
Two policies to measure: the 
host government's willingness 
to actively police immigrant 
communities and that society's 
williness to integrate 
immigrants. 


